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the entire hunting community," 
Toso said. "In effect, his vote was 

• anti-hunting, in direct opposition
to the rights he claimed he wanted
to protect."

Meyer said he fears major con­
flicts between snowmobilers and 
hunters. 

"It doesn't take a lot of 
landowners to shut down a whole 
county," Meyer said. 

'Tm not going to encourage 
that, but if the Legislature trumps 
the DNR and the NRB, maybe it 
takes a two-by-four to wake peo­
ple up." 

Meyer said the original rule was 
biologically sound and designed 
for safety. 

"The committees' answer did 
not make sense at all," Meyer 
said. "This was not going to work. 
I think there should be a law say­
ing the. only way the Legislature 
can change a rule is for biological 
or safety reaso_ns. This was purely 
political." 

Todd Zeuske, legislative liaison 
for the Wisconsin Bowhunters 

Association, said it's not often the 
DNR, NRB, and Conservation 
Congress are all on the same page, 
only to get shot down by non­
hunters. 

"I think (the snowmobilers 
group) should have' accepted the 
trial version, " Zeuske said. "I 
think they're going to be more 
hurt by rejecting this than if they 
allowed it to go through." 

Gunderson said he didn't like 
- that two major user groups were

pitting themselves against each
other, and was frustrated by.both

• groups digging in their heels.

"But right now this whole rule
•• hinges on seven days,"

Gunderson said. "I thought we
had put together a good compro­
mise."



•• Gunderson said he believes the two seasons - muzzleloader and I'! herd-control antlerless - could f\ coexist. 
 j "I guess I trust hunters that l they're going to do the right\ thing," Gunderson said. "Couldpeople break the law and do peo-

\ pie break the law? Yes, we know \that. But quite frankly, there aren't 1going to be that many guys hunt­tng north of Hwy. 8 for a December season." 
I Conservation Congress chair-man Steve Oestreicher believes \he AWSC's refusal to compro-1'.nise will backfire as talk of Lmdowner protest closures of trails increases. "We were talking four days h,,re," Oestreicher said. "They talk a!>out the economic impact of s:l;towmobilers. Most winters in tl\e past decade there hasn't even b�en enough snow for grooming tqe trails the second week of 0( ·cember. But replace those sleds with deer hunters and you'd see plenty of money being spent." Oestreicher said the state's Deer 20(;0 and Beyond public input pn;,cess involved more than a do?en interest groups and more than 30,000 people in the three­plus-year effort at coming to a consensus on the best way to manage the state's deer herd, but the I snowmobile association was not rmong them.It: was only after final recom­mendations were released and the NRB approved a permanent December antlerless-only hunt that-, the AWSC objected, and eventually won when the Joint Committee for Legislative Review rulec\ that the hunt would inter­fere with snowmobiling north of Hwy. 8 and that it should be elim­inated. SafE! ty doesn't appear to be an 



issue, some officials point out. 
More snowmobilers typically die 
in snowmobile accidents in one 
Wisconsin winter than state 
hunters have from shooting acci­
dents in the past decade. 

The AWSC has in the past said 
that December hunts, instead, 
force landowners and govern­
ment employees to keep trails 
closed. 

Oestreicher said the group did 
produce the name of a govern-

ment agency in Vilas County that 
wouldn't open trails during any 
gun deer season, but the DNR 
was going to rectify that situation. 

"This .is nothing more than a 
perceived problem by the 
AWSC," Oestreicher said. 

Morris Nelson of Edgerton, ·the 
chairman of the AWSC's legisla­
tive committee, said 99 percent of 
snowmobilers don't worry about 
hunters in the woods. The real 
issue, he said, is if someone owns 
the property and they want to 
keep snowmobilers out because 
eit:Fter they or someone else will be 
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hunting it. 

''.We honor that," Nelson said. 
"But one closure can disturb a 
length of trail." 

Nelson said he's heard of two or 
three individuals who say there 
will be massive trail closures (to 
protest the snowmobile associa­
tion's position). 

Nelson said anyone who does­
n't believe there's been enough 
snow in recent winters or that trail 
grooming work ongoing in 
December need only look on the 
DNR web site. 

"Check out the snow reports 
over the last five years," Nelson 
said. "There's been substantial 

.(\· 

snow in the north. And the segre-
gated fund records show we've 
groomed thousands • of miles of 
trails before Dec. 15. It's docu­
mented. 

"I'll tell you, more snowmobile 
clubs would just as soon see the 
whole state closed to deer hunting 
in December, but we put up with 
the muzzleloader season 
statewide and the CWD hunts 
well into January in the south." 




